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Backing-up on UNIX 


Kit Tyabandha, PhD 


Backing up tools can be put into the .bashrc file as aliases. To make 
a harddisk back up of certain directories, 


alias bakh="tar -cvvzfi ~/.backup/quark.tar.gz \ 
~/{bks,exs,ndx,prj,sbj,ssy}/" 


Or, if one only needs to backup files of certain types, 


alias bakh="tar cfz ~/.backup/quasar.tar.gz \ 
~/ 1% ,*/% , */*/* , */*/*/*}/* tex, eps}" 


Other aliases are 


alias bakf="mount /floppy ; tar Mcf /floppy/quasar.tar \ 
~/ fe */*, *//* ,*/*/*/4}/* {tex,eps} ; umount /floppy" 
alias bkup="find $HOME/* -mtime -1 \ 
-exec cp {} $HOME/.backup \;" 


To back up on to a CD, first copy all the folders you want backed-up 
to a directory. 


cp -a iso-folder/* ,folder backup-folder 


Then make the iso file 
mkisofs -r -o cdimage|.iso |backup-folder 


and record the CD. 
cdrecord -v speed=2 dev=0,0,0 -data cdimage[.iso] 


We can use time-stamps to find and backup only those files which 
have been changed since some past date. To do this for the first time, 
you use touch to create a past time-stamp. 
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touch -t 0611070000 ./tmp/tstmp 


Then in the home directory you use find to search for files updated 
since that date. 


find ./ -newer ./tmp/tstmp > ./tmp/bkp.txt 


Then use browse the file bkp.txt and make a note of files and direc- 
tories you want to backup. These you transfer to some directory using 
cp -a to be written from there onto a CD. 


After that is done you may want to create a time-stamp at present, to 
be referred to at your next backup. To do this you first find out the time 
of this backup by using 1s -1 on your bkp.txt file. The result could 
look something like the following. 


-rw-r--r-- 1 kit kit 17542 Feb 17 11:09 ./tmp/bkp.txt 


From this you could then make the time-stamp for your next backup. 


touch -t 0702171109 ./tmp/tstmp 


292 April 2008 Vaen Sryayudhya, Editor 


